
OUR REDEEMER’S

PULSE…
December 19, 2011

Our Redeemer Lutheran Church
402 Aumond Road, Augusta, GA 30909

Tele: (706) 733-6076 Email: orlcpasa@knology.net
www.orlcaugusta.com

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES
Saturday, Dec. 24th

11AM, 7PM, 11PM
All Services have holy Communion and Candlelight

CHRISTMAS DAY SERVICE Sunday, Dec. 25th*
10AM – Communion
*Note: No Christian Education Hour or Sunday School

NEW YEAR’S DAY SERVICES – Sunday, January 1st

8:15AM, 11AM – Communion
9:40AM Christian Education/Sunday School
Regular Schedule Resumes

Since Christmas and New Year’s fall on Sunday’s this year, note the above adjustments to normal schedules. There is also not a New Year’s Eve
Service this year either.

The Office will be closed on Monday, December 26 and on Monday, January 2nd.

Letter from Pastor Schwartz:
As we prepare for the celebration of our Lord Savior’s birth, let us acknowledge our real need for His loving presence in our lives. For He is our
strength and our salvation. For He alone is worthy of our worship, adoration and praise. For through Him, we receive forgiveness, life, and
salvation.

Some thoughts for us to ponder:
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The child born in the manger is truly human. A Creature of flesh and blood. A Creature that grows from childhood to adulthood. A Creature that
eats and sleeps and breathes and exists as we do.

Yet, this same Creature is also the Son of the highest, God the Son, eternal Word of the Father through Whom all things were made including
angels, planets, animals, and also you and me.
He is fully God who will defeat death with His full sacrifice on the cross.

In Jesus, we see the impossible become reality. In the Savior, we see love fulfilled in sacrifice. In the Redeemer, we see hope full of promise and
joy. In the Word made Flesh, we by faith see the wondrous face of God in Jesus our Lord.

May God’s favor in Jesus rest upon your soul in this Christmas season of joy! – Pastor Schwartz

LOBBY UPDATE
Many thanks to all those who have helped during Advent to prepare our facility and members for the celebration of our Savior’s birth.
For those who changed light bulbs, moved poinsettias, decorated trees, cleaned out areas, washed windows, arranged furniture,
purchased gifts, shared the good news, etc.

You may note the beautiful manger scene in the lobby that is new this year as well as a large mirror and clock that were just added as
well. Things have a very festive glow and many have remarked on how beautiful our Church is decorated.

BOARD OF ELDERS – Mr. Mac Johnson, Chair

2012 LWML PRAYER CHAIN – Put your faith into practice. God’s Word says “the prayer of a righteous
person avails much”. It is really great to bring to the throne of our heavenly Father the needs of His people.
Signup to be part of this wonderful ministry. See Bernice Priest for information

GREETERS, USHERS, ETC. – We are in need of more service assistants especially. Training will be provided or you can work with an experienced
member and learn directly from them. There is a sign-up sheet on the table in the walkway if you would like to serve as an usher, greeter, or
acolyte. If you are already serving please sign the book as well. Make sure that you sign-up for the service that you normally attend – 8:15 or
11:00.

ALTAR FLOWERS – The 2012 Flower Chart is now available. Please stop by the table in the walkway and sign-up for the Sunday(s) that you
would like to help beautify our Altar.
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DIRECTORY UPDATES – Please forward to Sheri at the Church office (706) 733-6076 or orlcpasa@knology.net any updates for cellular phone
numbers, address changes, or email addresses for inclusion in the 2012 ORLC Directory. Thanks!

75TH ANNIVERSARY – We have come up with a theme Bible passage from Joshua 24:15b: “As for me and my house, we will serve the Lord!”
Thanks to the committee members who continue to work behind the scenes to ready a celebration in 2012 for what has done, is doing, and will
continue to do in the future. Truly, we are called to serve the Lord in each generation! In addition, the Rev. Dr. Paul Maier, 3rd Vice President of our
Synod will be with us for the celebratory occasion on October 21, 2012. Mark your calendars to be around that weekend as many special events
are being planned.

NAMETAGS: Please find your name tags and use them for each service or event here at ORLC. It helps our guests to identify us and not be
pressured to remember all our names. Thanks to all of you who already wear them each week!

MAIL FOLDERS: Please check your mail folder each week for important information that may need to be communicated to you. Also know that
the mail folders are not storage devices, so items other than nametags should not be left in them. Thanks!

BOARD OF FELLOWSHIP – Mrs. Sandy Boysworth, Chair

POTLUCK SCHEDULED – We will have the first potluck of our
Anniversary Year Celebration following the 11am Service on January 22nd. We will have a guest pastor that day and ask that you bring two items

to pass, one of them being a meat dish. The Board of Fellowship will provide all dinnerware, drinks, a great salad bar, and a sheet cake for dessert.

FELLOWSHIP SNACKS – Sign up to assist with snacks on the
2nd and 4th Sundays. You would assist with picking up the snacks
and juice and making the coffee. If you have questions on how to
do this, please speak to either Sandy Boysworth (706) 738-2197 or Lois Axson (706) 504-3390.

BOARD OF TRUSTEES – Mr. Jim Lovekamp, Chair

KEEPING THINGS GOING:
Please be sure that fire doors are closed if you are one of the last ones leaving the building. These doors include: Administrative Wing Door;
Sanctuary Doors; Library/Cry Room Doors; Crosswalk Doors; and the Stairwell Doors. The reason we do this, is so that the insurance company will
pay our claim if we should have a catastrophic event happen.

Also, if you use the coffee pots, please turn them off and unplug them when you are done. We’ve had some pots gets coffee burned into them and
don’t want that to happen anymore. Lights, heat, and air… Be sure that all are turned off when the facility is not in use. If you have a question,
please contact Sheri Agee in the Church office. (706) 733-6076. Thanks!
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SUNDAY SCHOOL CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PROGRAM: Thank you to everyone who attended or participated in this year’s Christmas
Program. The children did another wonderful job with their simple but pointed program to remind us of the true meaning of Christmas. A special
thank you to Tracy Zielke and Kathy Ferguson and all of our Sunday school teachers for being our producers. Thank you to the children and
parents who were willing to participate in the rehearsal and the program, we always appreciate your support. If you missed this year’s program we
have it on DVD if you would like to borrow a copy just let Sheri know.

BOARD OF CHRISTIAN OUTREACH – Norm Diebold, Chair

A LETTER FROM DCCM – Dear Congregation of Our Redeemer Lutheran Church, On behalf of DCCM Food Pantry I would like to thank you for
your continuous financial support. Your commitment to helping us feed the hungry in our community is sincerely appreciated. In the 3rd Quarter of
2011, your church has collectively contributed $2017.35. This record of giving reflects monthly/quarterly pledges and special offerings.

For over three decades, DCCM has established itself as a consistent, reliable source of food for the needy in Downtown Augusta. Your contribution
will help us continue feeding the 1200 families that visit the pantry every month.
It is our hope that every family in Augusta has access to nutritious food. With the continued prayers and financial support from partner churches like
Our Redeemer Lutheran Church, we will continue our efforts to provide food for individuals in need.
Thanks again for your generous support of our efforts.

Best wishes, LaKeya T. Stewart, Executive Director, DCCM

WANTED--Addresses of military personnel state side and deployed. LaVon Dunker is now the contact person for our military card project. Please e-
mail the church office orlcpasa@knology.net and copy to LaVon Dunker at jldunker@comcast.net or place notes in Sheri’s and LaVon’s folders.

REMINDERS--Time to recycle those Portals of Prayer, used eye glasses, and plastic grocery bags. Consider adopting one of our members who is
serving in the military.
1. Write or e-mail them/Send a birthday card & Christmas Card
2. Send a small care package/Pray for them and their families.

Be sure and watch for future issues of the Evangel when we will tell you more about some of our scholarship recipients. Please remember to keep
them in your prayers. (In June each church in the FL-GA District receives a packet from the FL-GA LWML District Scholarship Chairman containing
information about applying for this scholarship money for students wishing to go into full time church work.)

BOARD OF STEWARDSHIP – Eddie Kyser, Chair

END OF YEAR: I am sure we have all noticed that we are fast approaching the end of another year. I remind you again, as I have for several years
that all funds received on or before December 31st are recorded in the current year, regardless of the date on the check or the year shown on the
envelope. Likewise, all funds received on or after January 1st are recorded as received in the New Year. Again, regardless of dates.
Marvin D. Timm, Sr., Financial Secretary

PLEASE PICK UP YOUR 2012 GIVING ENVELOPES
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TIPS SURVEY - The Board of Stewardship has updated out Talent Identification and Participation Survey (TIPS) and is planning on giving our
members the opportunity to complete the updated survey forms on January 22, 2012. Our updated form consists of two parts: Activities and Skills.
We ask you to participate in this effort. Look for more information after the first of the year.

UPDATE FROM VICAR JOHN NINKE - I am so thankful for the love, support, and prayers you give Laurie and I. God has truly blessed us with
awesome support partners. Advent is a time for anxious waiting for the celebration of the birth of our dear Lord and Savior and the second coming.
It is with childlike anticipation that we wait for Christ to come again. I also anxiously anticipate the completion of vicarage and my ordination. The
congregation wants so much to call me pastor because I am filling that roll for them. It is through your prayers and support that I can confidently fill
that role.

Things at church are going very well. I settled into an acceptable routine but I would like to be able to start working ahead on services and sermons.

The congregation posts my sermon manuscripts on the church website. I recently started video recording my sermons and posting them as well. If
you are interested in reading or watching my sermons the web site is www.trinitylutheranscottsboro.com. I am looking forward to the Christmas Eve
service here at Trinity; it is there tradition to do the entire service in candle light. I’ve been told by several people including my supervisor that it is
the best Christmas Eve service they have ever experienced.

The congregation voted to request me as their call candidate. The financial picture is improving. The one year cash reserve has extended to
eighteen months and improves slightly every month. It just might be possible to support a full time pastor. I pray the Holy Spirit continues to work
here; it is a great place to be.

I have experienced some shoulder and neck pain and was diagnosed with two herniated disks in my neck. The medication takes the edge off and
allows me to be functional after about an hour routine in the morning involving a heating pad. Please add a prayer for healing as I do not want to
have surgery.

Laurie is still substituting very infrequently which has come in handy with my injury. She accompanied me to all my appointments and drives me
around as driving irritates the shoulder. We are not sure what the Lord has in store but we remain faithful and pray for His will to be done.

Both the kids are coming home for Christmas as well as Laurie’s parents. We are looking forward to a full house and the new experience of me
leading Christmas services. I pray the Lord blesses you and your family during this most blessed time.

Please continue to pray for Trinity Lutheran Church, Laurie’s job, my ministry, and me. Your support means so much to us.

CHRISTMAS GIFT TAG UPDATE – All of the tags were taken by our members and friends to support 5 families with gifts this
Christmas. It is wonderful that so many are generous and giving to make sure that these families enjoy the birth of our Savior
in this way. Thank you!


